THE  MILITARY   CAREER                                   SI

lessen the Stuarts in public estimation. He attributed it entirely to the
influence which Mazarin at his instigation had brought to bear on
Berkeley and which, as he thought, had made that self-confident,
blundering man unwittingly the tool of his intrigues. He wrote to
Mazarin:

I did fear that Berkeley would not have been able to go through
and carry on that work, that either the Duke had cooled in his suit
or condescended to his brother. ... If I am not mistaken in
his [James's] character, as I received it from Your Eminency, that
fire which is kindled between them will not ask bellows to blow it
and keep it burning. ... I distrust not but that party which
is already forsaken of God as to outward dispensations of mercy
and noisome to his countrymen will grow lower in the opinions
of all the world.

At Bruges meanwhile the royal Court were in dismay: they learnt,
to their astonishment, that even the most fervent loyalty is not proof
against strains such as those to which James had been subjected, and
clearly it was not to Charles's interest to be permanently alienated from
James: if for no other reason, he was valuable to Charles as a skilled
and popular leader, whose services and whose influence with the English
and Irish volunteers were a valuable asset in his relations with the
Spanish Government. But James was quite unrepentant. His first
intention was to return to France, but the sea passage was obstructed
by ice, and the route through Flanders was for obvious reasons impossi-
ble. The States General, however, consented to wink at his residence
incognito at Swillistine.1 Charles sent Ormonde after him to try to
induce him to return, but instead of complying, he addressed to Charles
a dignified letter of remonstrance in which it is difficult to trace the
hand of James, so high does it rise above any other of James's letters
that are preserved for us.

SIR,

This is the first time that I have had any need to make an
apology to your Majesty, having concurred absolutely and
implicitly hitherto in all your commands and desires; and if some
violent persons had not induced your Majesty to press that upon
me that was never proposed to anybody else, I had still remained
without the necessity of any; nevertheless I beseech your Majesty
to believe that though they be able to disturb my peace, they shall
never shake my zeal and affection to your person and service, nor

1 Possibly this is James's corruption of Vlissingen (Flushing).